Dear Friends,

As I type this letter, the world around me appears to be shaken.   There are more For Sale signs in my neighborhood than there has ever been.  Businesses are failing, families are struggling and fear is growing.  Never have I seen such a greater need for hope in people’s lives.

In 2004, I met three songwriters, JP Williams, Sabrina Murdaugh, and Joe West.  They were different.  They wrote powerful songs and delivered them with authenticity and excellence.  But there was even more to them.  Each of them had faced difficult times in their lives, yet they sang songs of hope and joy.  I was so captivated by them that I asked them to join me for a songwriters show at Nashville’s legendary Douglas Corner.  I knew it would be a powerful night, so I recorded the show.  That night, the Nashville Songwriters Tour was born.  Since then, we’ve released three independent CDs and have played many shows, sometimes to sell out crowds and sometimes to just a few people in a bar.   But with each show, the message of hope was always delivered. And a dream was born….to go on tour together throughout this great land.  Soon, doors were opened as people took notice.  One such door was opened by a lover of music, a dreamer, a gentleman who believed in us and hired us to perform at events for a charitable organization he and his wife had started a few years before.

The Mikel Foundation is a public charity organization founded in 1997 for the purpose of helping children and families of children with genetic disorders. The Foundation provides money for the private purchase of wheelchairs, orthotics, gait trainers and various other types of adaptive equipment, as well as for genetic research. Often the purchase of such equipment poses a financial burden to families, since many of these expenditures are not covered under a family’s insurance plan or the remaining co-payment exceeds a family’s budget or abilities.  The Foundation was started by Bill Danielson and his wife Carol in honor of their son, Mikel.  Mikel was born with a severe genetic disorder and has been in a wheelchair his whole life.   Even still, Mikel has been an inspiration to his family and to so many others.  And since it’s beginning, The Mikel Foundation has delivered hope to many in need.

One day, Bill came to me and said “what if the Nashville Songwriters Tour and the Mikel Foundation teamed up to deliver a message of hope in music and in deed to families and individuals across the country?”  That idea spawned a bold new approach to fundraising, exposure for NST and TMF and for spreading hope across this great land.  Announcing the 2009 Nashville Songwriters Tour to benefit The Mikel Foundation!  The Nashville Songwriters Tour will perform concerts across the country as well as become the hands and feet of The Mikel Foundation.  In most cities, the Tour will adopt a family in need and provide them practical help with items such as wheelchairs, adaptive equipment or much needed funds for other needs.   Local volunteers will gather in each city to organize the events and spread the word.  The Tour will entertain, raise awareness and funds for several worthwhile causes, and will encourage people to participate in something much greater than themselves.  And most of all, it will provide HOPE.

And that’s why we need your help and you need ours!  You can support the mission of the Nashville Songwriters Tour to benefit The Mikel Foundation with a tax-deductible gift to The Mikel Foundation.  All funds raised will go to those in need through direct grants or to support the Tour as it literally takes hope to the hopeless and help to the helpless.  

These are unique times.   And this is a unique answer.  We are grateful for your consideration in supporting The Mikel Foundation and the Nashville Songwriters Tour.  

To lend your support please visit www.mikelfoundation.com 

Always Hopeful,

James Casto
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